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first met at the WVU stadium is now
the site of the Mylan Tailgate Tent.
But the thing Mike was most proud of
was when he helped people build their
own lives—and those people who knew
Mike know exactly what I am talking
about.

Mike was a pioneer who started
Mylan Pharmaceuticals to give people
access to affordable quality medicine.
Mylan is a homegrown West Virginia
company that he started with his Army
buddy Don Panoz in 1961. He led Mylan
until 2002, and Mylan has continued to
grow and has now become the third
largest generic and specialty pharma-
ceutical manufacturer in the world.

There are so few people like Mike,
whose legacy will echo for generations
to come. On Thursday, his friends and
family will gather to pay tribute to his
legacy when he is laid to rest in Mor-
gantown, WV—a town he loved and
gave so much to improve.

Tomorrow and every day our
thoughts and prayers will go out to the
entire Puskar family, Mike’s friends
and colleagues, and everyone whose life
he touched, as all of them mourn the
loss of this great man.

While every one of us is truly going
to miss Mike, he truly will never leave
us. We all have beautiful memories of
Mike that will last a lifetime, and his
legacy to West Virginia and its people
will remain in our hearts forever.

————
BURMA CHALLENGES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today, as I do on many occasions,
to bring attention to the numerous
challenges that face the people of
Burma. Of great concern to those advo-
cating for democracy in Burma is pro-
moting reconciliation among the di-
verse groups in the country. Like many
ethnic groups in the country, the
Kachin people of northern Burma have
a distinct and longstanding heritage.
Yet, they continue to be targeted by
the ruling junta. Not only is their
struggle against the oppressive junta of
concern to those of us focused on re-
forms in Burma, but they also have an
important historical connection to the
United States, a connection that I
would like to highlight today.

On September 13, 1945, Japanese sol-
diers surrendered to Allied forces in
Burma. As many in this Chamber are
no doubt aware, many Americans
bravely fought in the China-Burma-
India theater during World War II. The
late Senator Ted Stevens, for example,
flew the treacherous ‘hump’” over the
Himalayas, and many other Americans
helped build the important Ledo supply
road, linking China, Burma and India.
In the Allied effort in this theater, the
Kachin people deserve particular men-
tion for the commitment, sacrifice and
invaluable support they provided Allied
forces to reclaim that country.

The situation in this region was
bleak for Allied forces in 1942. The Bur-
mese terrain, a combination of dense
rain forest and high altitude, proved a
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formidable obstacle in itself. Of par-
ticular importance was building and
maintaining the Allied supply lines
into Kunming, China. This task was as-
signed to GEN Joseph Stilwell and was
later described by George Marshall as
‘““one of the most difficult assign-
ments’” given to any theater com-
mander. As part of this endeavor, CPT
Carl EHifler directed U.S. efforts against
Japanese forces in Burma. Captain
Eifler assembled an accomplished
group of officers with a diverse set of
skills, ranging from Ilinguistics and
medicine to piloting and explosives.
Detachment 101 officially began on
April 14, 1942, a mere 3 weeks before the
Japanese Imperial Army would take
Rangoon and, with it, effective control
of the country.

As part of its mission, GEN Stillwell
wanted Detachment 101 to learn to
adapt to and thrive in Burma’s thick
rain forests. He would use his troops’
familiarity with fighting in such ter-
rain to harass the enemy with uncon-
ventional tactics, weakening its grip
on strategic locations such as the
Myitkyina Airbase in the Xachin
State. The historian for U.S. Army
Special Operations Command, Dr. C. H.
Briscoe, credits part of Detachment
101’s operational success to support
from a group of Burmese in the
“Kachin Rangers’” unit and, in par-
ticular, their efforts in intelligence
collection, as well as pilot rescue and
sabotage missions. In the spring of
1945, due to its success, Detachment 101
expanded its Kachin forces to more
than 10,000 troops.

The Kachin Rangers are credited
with many effective and unconven-
tional warfare tactics, some of which
have subsequently been incorporated
by the Army Special Forces Green Be-
rets. In just a few years of combat, ac-
cording to James R. Ward—a member
of Detachment 101—the Kachin Rang-
ers reportedly provided the U.S. 10th
Air Force with 75 percent of its targets
and the 164 Kachin radio teams in
Burma provided some 85 percent of the
intelligence received by General
Stilwell’s Northern Combat Area Com-
mand. In addition, these Kachin sol-
diers are credited with destroying an
estimated 15,000 tons of Japanese sup-
plies and Kkilling or capturing more
than 15,000 enemy troops. According to
reports, the group also helped save the
lives of as many as 425 downed Allied
airmen during the war.

Ultimately, following the Japanese
surrender of Burma, Detachment 101
was awarded the Presidential Distin-
guished Unit Citation by the Army
Chief of Staff at the time, future Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Efforts by the Kachin people helped
secure an Allied victory in Burma 66
years ago. Currently, the Kachin—like
other ethnic minorities in Burma—de-
serve our recognition as allies in an-
other noble cause: to secure freedom
and reconciliation in a democratic
Burma. We honor their bravery and
commitment to freedom six decades
ago as well as today.
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TRIBUTE TO CARL WEAVER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the accomplish-
ments and achievements of lifetime ed-
ucator Carl Weaver. For almost 40
years, Carl devoted himself to teaching
young Kentuckians history, civics, and
psychology while also coaching little
league baseball in the afternoons and
the South Laurel High School boys’
baseball team.

Carl began teaching as an under-
graduate student while at the Univer-
sity of the Cumberlands in 1963, at the
age of 19. After graduation, Carl spent
6 years teaching in Ohio before return-
ing to Laurel County, KY, where he
earned his master’s degree from Union
College while simultaneously teaching
full-time and raising his three chil-
dren, Wayne, Karen (Davenport), and
Whitney.

Carl witnessed many changes during
his 33-year career teaching in Laurel
County, but he cherishes most the time
he spent teaching his own kids—Carl
had each of his three children in at
least one class in high school and also
had the opportunity to teach Karen
psychology her freshman year at Sue
Bennett College. Carl never had a prob-
lem with any of his children in the
classroom, recalling, ‘“I was probably
harder on them than on other stu-
dents.”

For Carl, it was always about the
kids. Carl has an amazing passion for
teaching and he truly enjoyed and ap-
preciated the students. ‘“That’s what
it’s really all about. You're teaching
the student, not the subject,” Carl
says. Carl still misses teaching, but he
was forced to retire at the 27-year
mark due to ongoing complications
with his legs as a result of his diag-
nosis with polio as a child.

These obstacles don’t hinder Carl’s
spirit however, as he continues to stay
busy by helping out in his son’s
produce stand on East Ky. 80. Carl ad-
mits he’s enjoyed a good life. As he
looks back now on his teaching career
however, he says he doesn’t regret a
thing.

Mr. President, Carl Weaver is a hum-
ble, selfless Kentuckian who dedicated
his life to educating the youth of Ken-
tucky. I thank him for his passion and
the wisdom he has shared with the peo-
ple of our great Commonwealth. The
Laurel County Sentinel Echo published
an article in the spring of 2011 to honor
Carl’s career and accomplishments. I
ask unanimous consent that the full
article be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Laurel County Sentinel Echo,

Spring 2011]

BUSIER SINCE RETIREMENT: CARL WEAVER
WORKS CONCESSIONS, MANS A PRODUCE STAND
AND SPENDS TIME WITH GRANDCHILDREN. AND
LIKE TEACHING, HE LOVES EVERY MINUTE OF
IT.

(By Nita Johnson)

He walks with two canes due to rheu-

matoid arthritis, another storyline to the
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